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THE CIA AND THE WHITE HOUSE 

that the c*at^ M 5^ AST f R: ?L Ne ^ s has been told by congressional sources 
t^rrf 1 u e j tor tbe ^ ouse CIA Committee believes he has seen 

access to^ha^S wU-* 0 * 3 1 S ve I agent in the Nixon White House with 
access to the Oval Office and the President’s thinking. 

Details from Sam Donaldson in Washington. 

Comitt . . SAlM DONALDSON: JLUiOtactor ^aStS^Fi el ds sent a memo to 

— __f — 9 e , nc y . £ Jn ^l . i . vCftt ,i, Q n ^f^th e . ~e ^. cu k iv e ,^ , jjiemo did no*t elaborate. 

^ ' Til - 1 "'— 

o-f-f 4 - 4 . ^ Co ^9i"essional sources say Fields saw CIA documents to that 
1,1*- U the Agen P y s headquarters. The documents did not identify th* 

below a°M<S t or U a t Trillin™ 11 « on t|lg 

"■ " ,M 'twin' 


have no comment™ 3 W0Uld n0t COnfirm 0r deny the story > say1ng he cou Id 
. Sam Donaldson, ABC News, Washington. 
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. By JOHN M. CREWSON ; ' 

- ' Special lo The N<r* York Tire** ‘ .j 

.♦.WASHINGTON, July 9 — The^Budget,.: the Treasury Depart- 
staff director of the House! ment . and the Commerce De- 
select Committee on Intelli-jpartment 
gence has seen documents indi 


67A002700Q4(M)44*fcz i tried to resign his.- 
- a ^ several ot select commit- -chairmanship, but hjs effort 
8* 3 A /-tee members whose curiosity- wasrejected oy tns House. A; 
Vy *jTAf> was piqued by the reference resolution was introduced by{ 
/ vwere reportedly briefed by Mr. Representative B. F. Sisk, Dern- 
Field yesterday and today, on ccrat of California, to abolish 
,J\vha.t lay behind it. the select committee altogether; 

Mr. Field declined repeated - Today, the Rules Committee 1 
" requests from reporters today heard several hours of testi- 
£to elaborate on his use of the; riony on the Sisk resolution 
word “infiltration” or to say f rom Democratic and Reouhli- 
v/hether the White House had ; . f , } * ' i v 

been the agency of the execu-!, 08 " i7) “ rn3ers 0! c tn ‘; sewXt com ' 

, . tive branch to which he had ;m>ttee. none of v/nom wanted 

.referred. - lito see it done away with ah 


eating that a high-level member 
of the Nixon White House staff 
was reporting to the Central 
Intelligence Agency on activi- 
ties in and around the- Oval 
Office, according to a. source 
close to the committee's inves- 
tigation. . , - * ' . 

/ The source, who asked not to 
be identified,, said that the clas- 
sified C.LA. materials viewed 
by A. Searle-. Field, the staff 
director, gave no evidence that 
the C.I.A. 
called it, was 
dent Nixon- or .those around 
him. ** r '• ; ' • / • 

[ Representative Robert/ W. 
Hasten Jr., a -member of the 
select committee/ said later that 
“information presented to me 
by the staff** indicated that 


ether 


• A C.I.A. spokesman would !f 0 g 

only say that "there was no j Among ^ proposals they: 
infiltration, quote unquot.. | tendered were the creation ot 

new select committee with a 


In another development in- 
volving the C.I.A., authoritative 
sources said, that Ashland Oil, 

Inc., permitted a spy., for the 
agency to - operate in Western 
Euprope for some five years as 
an official of ’ the company. 

[Page. 37-] . /v/yl* ... 

■ A^4 five-page memorandum 

prepared yesterday by Mr. Field tain ed the suggestion of a high- jjarion of a stronger permanent 
for i; the 10 select, committee; level C.I.A. operative insidsjjccdy that would watch the 

been 



TThe source said that while;: 1 -® tne ^I*A. A. one, joining the 
he: was not certain, he ba-; h <>use committee to a similar 
lieved the document that con- i; one in the Senate/ and the cre- 


members and made available 
today* to The New" York Times 
contained a reference that the 
'penetration,** as {source .said was based on the 
as known to Presl-J document in question.; : 

-The -memo contained a num- 
ber, of recommended areas of 
investigation, including “ques- 
tionable matters not bearing on 
legitimate C.I.A. functions, but 
jbearing heavily on - American 
citizens,** among which, Mr. 


there had been.. similar * imil- lpj e ld wrote, was “infiltration of 
tration’* by the-CXA. into the S * ♦ ' 

Office of Management and] 


/ 


C 


V 

/iff 


the White House had been a 
f report prepared by the Inspect- 
or. General’s, off ice of the C.I.A., 
^possibly sometime in 1973. : 

• Another Possibility 

The source pointed 
however, that although a “logi- 
cal** reading of the C.I.A. do- 
cument would lead to the con- 
clusion that the agency had 
placed a covert informer within 
the upper levels of the ’Nixon 
.White House, there remained 
= a “slim” chance that the lan- 
guage, which was not entirely 
explicit, “could possibly .have 

• been read another way.*" 

He also confirmed an account 

'of the document yesterday in 
which Boa&jfeftftNnS 
‘•ter for the American Broadcast- 
.ing Company, said that the 
iCJL A*, infiltrator had ranked 

• j us t below ,Jj . 

MrCTH^^ andj 

Jjoh n D. Ehrlich man, his domes- 

. ’tic adviser. ■'*’.[ 

• v * “It was the Oval Office toj 
hvhich the man had had access,.; 
:fhe source emphasized, ana 
: “noi the White House/ / j 
__*__ panel’s Fate in Doubt - ■] 
The future of the select in-! 
•telligence investigating commit- j 
tee was plunged deeper into; 
doubt today as the House Rules: 
- Committee met to decide thej 

fate of the panel, which has> 
been all but immobilized by the! 

• animosity between its .chair-j 
'man. Representative Lucien N.| 
'Nedzi of Michigan/and most of; 

its other Democratic members, j 
/ "Three weeks ago, the com-: 
mitee Democrats learned that. 

• Mr; Nedzi had been briefed _a; 
year earlier on political assassin 
nation attempts by the C.LA.. 
but, as head of a * separate; 

. House subcommittee charged ; 

• with overseeing the agency; 
' had taken no steps to investi-| 

gate the matter. ^ \ 

In an intramural committee, 
move, the Democrats attempted 
to strip Mr. Nedzi of much of 
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i] C.I.A . *3 future activities but'rtcy 
t investigate its ~ast ones. •* 

The Rules Committee, on. 
j} which there was general agree-j 
ment that the present impasse 
.between Mr. -Nedzi and the 
3 others was intolerable, will 
vote tomorrow on which of the 
several alternative courses io 
pursue in abolishing or restruc- 
turing the panel. 

In a related development, the 
House Committee on Standards 
of Official Conduct voted today! 
j to begin an investigation of the 
circumstances in which Repre- 
sentative Michael 'J. Harring- 
ton, one. of the select commit- 
tee members, . disclosed Iasi [ 
year details of secret Ho use - 
testimony regarding ' covert/ 
C.I.A. political 'operations ini 
Chile in 1970 and 1971. . , i 
• Mr. Harrington, a Massachu/ 
setts Democrat whose accessf 
to similar classified materials 
has since been, cut off by the 
House Armed Services Commit- 
tee, of which the C.L A. Over- 
sight Committee is a part, 
called yesterday for such an in-[ 
vestigation in the belief ' that); 
it would vindicate his actions. 
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BRUCE MORTON: The President returns to Washington 
late Sunday and will undoubtedly find that the furor over whether 
the CIA did or didn't infiltrate the White House continues 
unabated . ; 

Agency Director William Colby says that story is 
outrageous and vicious nonsense. Frank Church says his Senate 
Committee will investigate it. 

On that on the CIA story, Daniel Schorr is with us in 
the studio this morning with something new. Dan. 

DANIEL SCHORR: Bruce, with me at this early . hour , and 
I*m grateful to him for coming in at this early hour, is retired 
Air Force Colonel Fletcher Prouty. 


you were at one time the liason between the Air Force 
and the CIA. We have a document fro m^^_CI^j^ 
of 1973 which starts by 

^ ■ 4 ' a C* n t^Fhe WEi±£lJ3q.U s e 
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SCHORR: Of course you're aware when we're talking 

about Alexander Butterfield, we're talking about the man who 
almost two years ago today, two years ago next week, disclosed 
the existence of the presidential tapes which ultimately led 
to the undoing of President Nixon so that is a rather significant 
piece of information. 

How do you know that he was with ‘the CIA? 

PROUTY: Well, I think the most recent indication of 

it was in 1971. I had a rather urgent requirement to get contact 
with the White House. And because of my long experience, 9 years 
experience with CIA matters, I contacted several of ray very close 
friends who had been in CIA and told them what I had to do and 
how I wanted to do it. Without much delay they said we can set 
that up for you very easily. And I was told to see Bob Bennett 
in the Mullen Company, the CIA's public relations firm. 

SCHORR: Yes. 

PROUTY: I went in- to see Bennett the next day and told 
him what I had in mind and that I needed to get a contact in the 
White House. Bennett said I have just the man that will help 
you and he called in the next office and said, "Howard, come 
here. I want you to meet Colonel Prouty." 

SCHORR: Howard? 

PROUTY: Howard Hunt. I had known Hunt, but I thought 

- he was still on duty with CIA so I didn't signal any knowledge, 

I just shook hands with him. We talked for a few minutes and I 
described what I wanted. I was lunch time, we went over to the 
Army/Navy Club and had lunch. We discussed background, things 
we knew. And finally he said, "Look, we'll have no* trouble getting 
into the White House." He said, "My contact there is Butterfield." 

SCHORR: Howard Hunt, Watergate defendant, said that 

his contact in the White House was Alexander Butterfield? 

PROUTY: Yes. 

Now about a week later he came &ack to me and he : said 
I’ve contacted him, arrangements are set, we can go ahead with 
our business. Well I knew Hunt was from the CIA, I knew Bennett 
was working with CIA and with the Mullen, works for CIA. The 
men that I had contacted, both Air Force retired Colonels who 
had lengthy tours with the CIA and knew' all those people. So 
we're all in a community where we all knew each other. 

SCHORR: What do air people generally do in the CIA? 
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PROUTY: Oh, one of tha primary concerns, Dan, is 

CIA’s clandestine activities with aircraft, with weapons, 
wito people, bases around the world, that sort of tfling. We 
had hundreds of people >; in that kind of work. 

SCHORR: Did Butterfield, to your knowledge, ever 

work in the CIA's air division? 

PROUTY: I’ll tell you. Direct knowledge other than 

through other contacts, I would say I < didn'^ t £ave it, you Know, 
like there’s the record there. But through the other men that 
I kLw. yes? he was a member o£ the same group of people assigned 

to that work. 

SCHORR: Are you suggesting that his --that his -- 

that his rank, which was like yours; Air Force Colonel, that 
his rank was not a true Air Force rank but one that the CIA got 

for him? 

PROUTY: Oh, they — they use Air Force colonels with 

true ranks, but they go on tours with what we call a seeded ipp mg 
process. Youmake a file for the Air Force records and then 
vou make a file for the CIA records. And in some cases, a file 
for personal records. And you keep the three things separate. 

I man doesn’t necessarily have to leave the Air Force to spend 
years with the CIA or vice versa, a CIA career man cai n - 
years in the Air Force. This is one of the difficult things. 

Nobody knows who they are. 

SCHORR: But you do. 

PROUTY: Yes. Oh, we had the central records on those 

things. 

SCHORR: You have no doubt because if it isn't true... 

PROUTY: Oh, I'll agree with you. No doubt about it. 

No doubt about it because the same men' we worked with, the men 
I talked with; Hunt, Bennett, these two colonels that I approac , 

it was all the same thing, you know, he’s one of our men. 

SCHORR: Colonel Prouty, I gues^ you have no way of 

knowing whether President Nixon knew Alexander Butterfield, wno 
worked in his office, was a CIA man? 

PROUTY: I think that’s one of the big problems. I 

would doubt Nixon or anyone else really knew it. 

SCHORR: First, I’ll tell you, we have tried, in the 

first .place, to contact Butterfield very hard. He appears to 
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jug travel ing . Ws* V6 not been able to reach him. 57e ve also 
tried to get the answer to the question of whether President 
Nixon knew. 


Charles Colson says that President Nixon did not 
know that Butterfield or anybody else in his immediate office 
worked for the CIA, although Colson says that after a while 
that is after the tape incident — he began to suspect. 

MORTON: Daniel Schorr, Colonel, thank you very 

much. 


MORTON DEAN [substituting for Hughes Rudd] : ^ Our top 
story is in Washington and it begins with, a big question. 

Bruce . 

MORTON: Mort, the question is: Did the CIA infiltrate 

the White House and other government agencies? The story, 
which circulated after members in the House Select Intelligence 
Committee said they'd seen documents which indicated such 
infiltration. 

CIA Director William Colby issued a vehement denial. 

WILLIAM COLBY: I say that's outrageous and vicious 
nonsense. The CIA has never done anything with respect to the 
White House that's not known to the White House. We obviously 
from time to time detail people there, but they go under the 
full control of the White House. And they’re active there only 
as the White House directs. 

MORTON: But earlier on this broadcast, a retired 

Air Force officer who handled liason with the CIA told Daniel 
Schorr that a high-ranking White House aide during the Nixon 
administration was a CIA man. 

Dan. " *• 

SCHORR: Yes, Bruce, a report of the CIA's Inspector 

General in 1973 obtained by CBS News says, quote, "For many 
years the CIA has detailed employees to the immediate . office 
of the White House." Unquote. This morning we interviewed 
retired Air Force Colonel Fletcher Prouty, who , as you say, 
used to be in charge of liason with the CIA. He said ha couldn't 
say who was detailed , but ha did know of one person in the 
immediate office of President Nixon with a CIA background. 
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[Film clip of previous Prouty interview.] 

former o S 9 H ° RR: Well, Charles Colson, who is Mr Nixon 
former special counsel, told us that the ex-Presiriinv 

Colson°said Safaf teethe ' l e if revest io^o^t* " 

ssr-ssiss :.- 8 tKat he 

he's said to be^on Ms^aftfX f^terf ield , Colonel Butterfield, 
CBS News that t h r C ^ stools ridrcSro";. ^ MS t0ld 

said that ^ 4 - thi f raem oranduin of the Inspector General, it also' 
«£ bS'alS clerical e people? Si ° nal ^ ^ ^ 


We followed the trail yes 
persons. The report said that the 
^secretary, Peter Petersen, had been 
with him on the trip to Moscow. We 
We traced her and we talked to her. 

s f e 9 r eat point in giving her : 
that she had been CIA while she worl 
said also that Mr. Petersen knew. 


>terday of one of those clerica 
secretary to the Commerce 
1 CIA and that she had traveled 
: got hold of her last night. 

Her first name is Mary', 
second name. She admitted 
ked for Mr. Petersen but 


x.;uS as £ 5 „i £SK."“i.ry ; . 

ssaa 2£*~T 

Bruce. 

first b e c a m° R ?amous AS of a co^« te d °’? t ' “' exand « B “ttetfieid • 

the Sena te^a te r ga te cLTldtl a t^ ^ a ee aacan <= a before 
rp ,, oalQl a . y ^ ce committee almost two years ago when ha 

revealed the existence of that White House taping System. 

^:,““^^g£»sa^y.-saasr-“ 
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but similar interviews. I certainly assumed . that each had 
aiven an open and honest answer to that particular question, 
that I was being asked., that same question so as to corroberate 
the fact. 3y that, I mean, there is a system. I only hope 
th»t I have not, by my openness and by my adherence to all 
instructions received to date, given away something which the 
President planned to use at a later date in the support of 
his position. 

MORTON: There are these other developments in the 

CIA story. Senate Intelligence Committee Chairman Frank Church 
says his committee will investigate the infiltration charge. 
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a fRJ u n life r|g ffl \ 


By Norman Kempster 

Washington Star Staff Writer 

House CIA probers are investigat- 
ing allegations that Al exander Bc tk 
terfield, the man whtrtiscTosM - uie s 
^kUtenCB* of the Nixon tapes, was a 
secret CIA contact at the. White 
House. - ‘ ■ 

A source close to the investigation 
said the staff of .the House select 
intelligence committee has sum- 
moned retired Air Force Col. Fletch- 
er Prouty for questioning today. 

In a telephone interview with the' 





j hJi± 




7*- * /tgjjl 

/** am 




Associated 'Press tadasi Prouty de- 
■ -scribed Butterfield as the person in 
the White House whom the CIA would 
have contacted if the agency needed 
; . White House assistance with sensi- 
tive operations . ButPr outy^altormer/ 
CIA liaison o f f i ce r f or Jh e A i rFo pee, V 
v haveacted > 

• ^agjOI[^]x^^ 

^AnJnlq^eO ■ 

I had given his^jnfQoaaUoa^P^he 
HduseTnfeTlTge!^ 

ceTfflfa^s^Th e H source also said the - 
dbmrhTttee was investigating “other -■ 

• * leads” concerning Butterfield’s role. •; 

the interview, Prouty said top* 
White House officials in the adminis- 
* tration of former President Richard i 
M. Nixon may have been aware of I 
Butterfield’s role as the person the j 
CIA would contact “to get things 1 
done.” However, Prouty said he was 
k not certain administration officials j 
U, knew about this role. ' \ . \ 

Neither, Prouty said, did he khov^i 
f for certain whether Butterfield was! 
j ; on the CIA payroll at the time.-^You? 
never can tell,” Prouty said, adding: 
that Butterfield’s salary could havej 


U ^JhiAjT 


teen paid by the White House, the 
CIA or the Air Force. 

Bef ore th e telephone 'interview, : 

’ Prouty appeared^rQTe^C^^ 

. Correspondent' .D.axuel^.Schorr^ he_ 

’ dddEfecTf^aTN ixoniJ^gi^.ny one^ 
TariRe^WfiffeTiouse) really k$£w”/ l 

aBounasm^ | 

BUTTERFIELD wasa key White; 
House aide for much of Nixon’s first ] 
term. But he was little known outside * 
top administration circles until he; 
revealed in testimony to the Senate.; 
Watergate committee' yie 
existence of Nixon's- White ‘ 
House taping system. - ’ 

Two members . of the. 
House committee said 
Wednesday that committee 
staff members had seen evi- ; 
dence that*. indicated the ; 
CIA had ’infiltrated the •' 
White House with an agent. 
One of the lawmakers. Rep. •• 

. Ronald Dellums, D-Calif., • 
said the agent was in a -top 
policy-making position. . * ; 

Butterfield; who was a • 
top assistant to -former; 
White House Chief of Staff 
H.R. Kaldeman, could no\ \ 
be reached immediately for 
comment. - . v.. . '* ’. -j 

MEANWHILE; a con-] 
gressmarr who . receives ' 
regular briefings from the ■ 
CIA said CIA* employes r 
have been assigned to a ; 
number of jobs- — including ; 
some which are apparently ' 
far removed .from intelli-; 
gence work in the. White ; 
House and other govern- ; 
ment departments. . | 

• - j 

Rep". Lucien' Nedzi, D- ; 
Mich - ., described the prac- 
• lice of placing CIA ern- : 
ployes in other government - 
posts to refute the claim- by 
two lawmakers" that the 
agency had “infiltrated” 1 
agents into the White House * 
and other offices. 

“This was done with the ‘ 
departments and in concert 
with them,” Nedzi said. “To . 
.state that these individuals 
•were infiltrated is irrespon- 
sible.” * * ' ! 
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BUT NEDZI indicated 
that although the depart 
men? head knew the identi- 
ty of the CIA employes, 
many others in the depart- 
ments probably did not. 

“It is no secret that CIA j 
employes work ‘under ■ 
cover,*' Nedzi told several 
reporters yesterday. ~ ; 

As an example, Nedzi ; 
said a CIA employe worked 
as secretary tor Peter G. 5 
Peterson, President Rich- ; 
ard M. Nixon’s chief advis- ; 
er on foreign .trader When" ; 
Peterson left the White 
House post* to. become ? 
secretary of commerce, j 
Nedzi said, the CIA employe : 
went -with him. . : / vf *- j 

“This was known to him ^ 
(Peterson),*’ Nedzf said.* * ' » 

. . i 

A Commerce Department I 
■ spokesman said a clerk- ' 
typist was “detailed" to j 
Peterson at the White ! 

- House and accompanied : 
him to Commerce. The ; 
spokesman said -Peterson’s ; 
personal secretary at Com- * 
merce had not worked at \ 
the White House. 

' * | 

AS ANOTHER -example, ; 
Nedzi said, a CIA employe . 
“was with AID (Agency for ’ 
International Development) ; 
over a 10-year period." He - 
said the CIA tried to trans- . 
fer- the person to the AID ; 
payroll, but AID resisted, [ 
apparently preferring to'; 
have the salary paid from ; 
the CIA budget, which j 
•undergoes much less con- j 
gressional scrutiny." . ; j 
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^white House Press; the House instigation, ■ 

Secretary ftonafd. Nessen vvhich already has suffered 
and CIA Director William because of an often bitter 
E. Colby both also denied, internal dispute. 

: the charge of secret CIA : In an effort to salvage the 
; infiltration into executive;- probe, . the House Rules 
\ branch agencies.. * ■ •; Committee yesterday voted 

| But Delums reiterated ; 1° disband the original 


yesterday that he had been 
informed that information 
collected by the staff of the 
House Select. Intelligence 
Committee included evi- 
dence of a clandestine pro- 
gram to place agents in the 
White* House and^ other de- 
partments. 

. In the Senate, Chairman 
Frank Church of the Select 


committee and start over 
with a new panel increased 
from 10 to 13 members. 

The objective of increas- 
ing the membership was to 
dilute the influence of a 
liberal bloc that includes ; 
Deliums and Rep. Michael 
Harrington, D-Mass. 

IF THE HOUSE goes ! 


Intelligence Committee * al ?”S a1 

said his staff will “immedi- «S5d an ! 

ately” begin an investiga- bet ?* . D ' t °d v r tin ; 

of riA point the committee; 


tion of the charges of CIA 
penetration of- executive 
agencies. 

Deliums and Rep* Robert 
W. Kasten, R-Wis., both 
members of the House 
committee, said they base 
their statements- on infor- 
mation provided by com- 
mittee counsel A. .Searle 
Field. * . .. ' • • . 

If the charges are ulti- 
mately disproven, it could 
destroy the credibility of 


point tne comramet;, 
members. Albert could j 
name an entirely different i 
panel, but sev.eral sources 
lamiliar with the situation) 
predicted he would rename; 
most of the present mem-j 
bership. ; j 

NEDZI TOLD reporters J 
that he assumed the docu- j 
ments he had seen were the j 
ones on which Deliums and j 
Kasten based their state-! 
ments. • ' j 

“I have satisfied myself j 
that there is nothing that ; 
would suggest infiltration i 
in this memo,” Nedzi said. I 
“I have nothing to substan- 
tiate that kind of charge 
and I don’t believe there is 
any truth to it.” 

But Nedzi added, "I’m 
. not saying that this (use of j 
CIA employes in nonintelli- ! 
gence jobs) should not be j 
looked at.” . . . 
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